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It is fortunate his translator is one of his own race with poetic gift and a 
command of English. He seems to have done his work well and to have 
preserved the iambics, trochees, and anapests of the original. This volume 
is doubtless the best English version of a modern Greek poet and will prove 
of surprising interest to most readers. 



Cornell College 



W. S. Ebersole 



Delphi. By Frederik Potjxsen, translated by G. C. Richards, 
with an introduction by Percy Gardner. Gyldendal, Lon- 
don, 1920. 

An attempt is here made for the first time to summarize in English the 
results of the French excavations at Delphi. Mr. Poulsen, who is director 
of the Ny Carlsberg Glyptotek at Copenhagen, has not unnaturally devoted 
a large part of the book to a description of the more important finds; and in 
dealing with such material he displays admirable insight and precision. It is 
in the artistic comparison of Delphi remains with other reliefs and vase paint- 
ings that he is particularly worthy of praise; and his illustrations are in all 
cases adequate and well chosen. On controversial points he is generous, but 
one will obviously not go to so popular a book for a solution of questions like 
the date of the Athenian stoa or the placing of the pre-Sicyonian treasury 
reliefs. 

The value of applying archaeological evidence as well as literary appears 
in the rapid historical sketch of Delphi and the influence of the oracle on the 
development of Greece. The oracle is properly described as a diplomatic 
center, fostering colonization and the arts, conserving moral and religious 
tradition but without dogma. The priests' influence in international politics 
has doubtless been overemphasized; but as Mr. Poulsen points out, they 
had an unusual fund of information at their disposal; and enough was known 
regarding finance at least to guarantee a profitable rate of exchange. The 
Athenian theoria is briefly described, and the two hymns with M. Reinach's 
transcription of the music are published. No account is given of the Pythian 
games. Other omissions may be mentioned. The considerable space given to 
digressions such as that on the condemnation of war in Greek literature might 
better have been devoted to a consideration of the religious tolerance of the 
oracle, the growth of its moral standards, the unique relation between Apollo 
and Dionysus, the function of Apollo as slave-liberator, and, in general, the 
bearing of the inscriptions of Delphi upon Greek history. But too much must 
not be demanded from one book on so far-reaching a subject; and certainly 
this volume comes to fill a place vacant for long in an English classical library. 

W. R. Agard 
New College, Oxford 



